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1945-2020 
 

Remembrance of the end of the Second World War and the 
establishment of the United Nations  

 
 

fter the First World War ended in November 1918, numerous memorials were 
created for the men and women who had died during the war. Among these were 
carillons, dedicated to preserving the memory of the fallen through the medium of 

music. After the Second World War, and later on, new memorial carillons were erected. 
These special music instruments are presented on the website www.peacecarillons.org, 
inaugurated on 30 November 2017 in the Peace Palace in The Hague. The instruments are 
part of the International Network of War Memorial and Peace Carillons (WMPC).  

In 2020, the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War will be 
commemorated worldwide. In addition, the United Nations will celebrate its 75th anniversary 
on 24 October 2020. Both memorable events fit in with the objective of WMPC to promote 
world peace by means of carillon music. For that reason, WMPC presents a collection of 
carillon music, based on compositions and songs that celebrate the idea of peace or  the 
remembrance of the fallen.  
 

he arrangements in this collection were written by carillonneurs who play a War 
Memorial or Peace Carillon on a regular basis. The following carillonneurs sent in 
contributions:  

 
1. Austin Ferguson, Rochester (USA): Gerald Finzi, Prelude for Peace 

 
2. Ludo Geloen, Ypres (Belgium): 3DUDIUDVH�RQ�µ6DJ�PLU�ZR�GLH�%OXPHQ�VLQG¶ 

 
3. Klaas de Haan, Amsterdam and Bergen (The Netherlands): Selim Dogru, Zing voor de 

vrede en vrijheid �µ6LQJ�IRU�3HDFH�DQG�)UHHGRP¶�� 
 

4. Timothy Hurd, Wellington (New Zealand): Maurice Ravel, Menuet from Le tombeau 
de Couperin  

 
5. Amy Johansen, Sydney (Australia): Clarence Lyndon, When the Peace Bells Ring  

 
6. Monika .DĨPLHUF]DN��*GDĔVN��3RODQG���*XVWDY�+ROVW� Venus ± The Bringer of Peace   

 
7. Bob van der Linde, Arnhem (The Netherlands): Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy, Verleih 

uns Frieden gnädiglich 
 

8. Nan Los, Waalre (The Netherlands): Commemorate, based on motifs from Geluckig is 
het Land (in Adriaen Valerius, Nederlandtsche Gedenck-clanck (1626))  
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II 

 
9. Andrea McCrady, Ottawa (Canada): Johan Sluijter and Annie Sluijter-Hoogenboom 

Het vrije Nederland (   
 

10. Jim Nicholls, Simcoe (Canada), Abide with me / The Last Post Bugle Call 
 

11. Luc Rombouts, Leuven (Belgium): Gustav Holst, I Vow to Thee, my Country  
 

12. Charles Semowich, Albany (USA): Edwin Nielson, 7KH�$QJHOV¶�*UHHWLQJ 
 

13. Heleen van der Weel, The Hague (The Netherlands): B. Fabrie, Vrede, vrijheid, 
Welvaart  

 
14. Extra: Charles Grelinger, Hymne des Nations. This carillon arrangement was 

published at the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the carillon of the Peace Palace in 
The Hague, 3 november 2019. It was added to this collection to mark the anniversary 
of the foundation of the United Nations Organization on 24 October 1945.  
 

These contributions form a varied collection that will be available both digitally and in paper 
format. 

 
We sincerely thank the participating carillonneurs for their contribution. We are especially 
grateful to Dr. Andrea McCrady for the revision of the introduction.  
 
We hope that the music in this collection will advance the ideal of peace in 2020 and for years 
to come.  
 
 
 
The coordinators,  

 
Luc Rombouts (Leuven, B) 
Heleen van der Weel (The Hague, NL)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

III 

Short introduction to the selected pieces in the collection 
 
 
Gerald Finzi, Prelude for Peace 
Gerald Finzi is probably one of the most underappreciated composers of all time. His vocal works, in 
particular, are all thoughtfully composed with particular attention paid to how the syllabic stresses of 
the text tie in with the music ² it always feels natural for the performer. In shoUW��WKH\¶UH�D�MR\�WR�VLQJ��
His Christmas cantata In Terra Pax �µ3HDFH�RQ�(DUWK¶��KDV�D�VQRZ\�PDJLF�WKDW�VHWV�LW�DSDUW�IURP�KLV�
other works. Written for a large chorus and two soloists, the familiar Christmas text from St. Luke is 
paired with a poem by Robert Bridges, evocative of a journey across a winter landscape filled with 
light from the North Star and ringing bells from a village church in the distance. The prelude takes the 
opening and closing themes and puts them together for a short but effective, sparkling prelude.  
 
Ludo Geloen, 3DUDIUDVH�RQ�µ6DJ�PLU�ZR�GLH�%OXPHQ�VLQG¶ 
The source of this paraphrase for carillon is the song of Pete Seeger Where have all the flowers gone? 
He composed this melody in 1955 as an anti-war song. It has been performed in several versions by 
Peter, Paul and Mary, Dalida, Conny van den Bos, Roy Orbison and many others. It has been 
translated into more than 30 languages. In October 1962 Marlene Dietrich performed the German 
version at a gala UNESCO dinner in Düsseldorf under the title Sag mir wo die Blumen sind. 
 
Selim Dogru, Zing voor de vrede en vrijheid �µ6LQJ�IRU�3HDFH�DQG�)UHHGRP¶�� 
Selim Dogru is a Turkish composer who lives in Amsterdam. In 2015, he was commissioned to 
compose music for the Freedom Carillon in Slotermeer (Amsterdam) for the memorial day of 5 May. 
The intention was for the carillon to play the melody together with a wind orchestra. Adverse weather 
conditions prevented this special performance.  
The carillonneur of Slotermeer wrote this arrangement, based on the melody and the chord symbols. 
The arrangement fits best on a light carillon such as that of Slotermeer. 
 
Maurice Ravel��µ0HQXHW¶ from Le tombeau de Couperin 
Before World War I, Ravel had started composing a six-part piano suite inspired by 18th century 
French dances, which ultimately became Le tombeau de Couperin��7KH�WLWOH�LV�QRW�µOLWHUDO¶�>D�EXULDO�
place], but simply indicates a piece written as a memorial. Completed in 1917, the individual 
movements are dedicated to personal friends of Ravel who had fallen in battle: the Menuet is in 
PHPRU\�RI�-HDQ�'UH\IXV��VWHSVRQ�RI�5DYHO¶V�FORVH�IULHQG�0DGDPH�)HUQDQG�'UH\IXV��$Q�RUFKHVWUDWLRQ�
of four movements of Le tombeau de Couperin appeared in 1919. 
7R�WKH�FULWLFLVP�RI�WKH�VXLWH¶V�UHIOHFWLYH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�IXQHUHDO��VW\OH��5DYHO�UHSOLHG��µ7KH�GHDG�DUH�VDG�
HQRXJK��LQ�WKHLU�HWHUQDO�VLOHQFH�¶�7KH�FXUUHQW�DUUDQJHPHQW�IRU�JUDQG�FDULOORQ�LV�D�FRPSLODWLRQ�RI�
HOHPHQWV�IURP�5DYHO¶V�RULJLQDO�SLDQR�VFRUH�DQG�WZR�SUHYLRXV�DUUDQJHPHQWV�E\�7LPRWK\�+XUG�DQG�
Emilien Allard. 
 
Clarence Lyndon, When the Peace Bells Ring  
The text of When the Peace Bells Ring was written by George H. Desmond and set to music by 
Clarence Lyndon. It was published in Sydney, probably during the First World War. The text looks 
forward to the moment peace will come. During the First World War, the concept of peace bells was a 
popular symbol in the allied war poetry. The song has the character of a waltz, that imitates bell-
ringing in the chorus.  



 
 

IV 

 
Gustav Holst��µVenus ± 7KH�%ULQJHU�RI�3HDFH¶, from The Planets 
Venus, the Bringer of Peace is the second movement of the famous seven-part orchestral suite The 
Planets, composed by British composer Gustav Holst (1874-1934) between 1914 and 1916. Preceded 
by powerful, warring-like Mars, Venus is serene and sublime. The harmony and orchestration are 
quite complex, thus illustrating the complexity of peace itself. 
 
Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy, Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich 
Mendelssohn wrote Verleih' uns Frieden gnädiglich in 1831 for choir and small orchestra during his 
Grand Tour of Europe (1829-1831) in Italy, where his Italian Symphony was born at the same time. 
The initial composition plan was a 'Canon mit Cello und Bässen'  after which a different set-up was 
chosen. A remnant of the original idea are the two concerting cello voices. The orchestral setting is 
very modest; apart from the small string orchestra, there are only six woodwinds: two flutes, two 
clarinets and two bassoons. 
  
Mendelssohn used an old text by the leading figure of the German Reformation, Martin Luther (1483-
1546):  
                                          9HUOHLK¶�XQV�)ULHGHQ�JQlGLJOLFK� 
                                           +HUU�*RWW��]X�XQVHU¶Q�=HLWHQ� 
                                           (V�LVW�GRFK�MD�NHLQ�$QGHU¶�QLFKW� 
                                           Der für uns könnte streiten, 
                                           Denn du, unser Gott alleine. 
 

(Dear God, kindly grant us 
Peace in our time. 
For none other than you, dear Lord, 
Can do battle on our behalf.) 

 
7KLV�³OLWWOH�VRQJ�´ as Mendelssohn himself once called it, evokes a peaceful and blissful mood in many 
listeners through the serenity of the theme, the melodious harmonies and the clear form. 
 
Nan Los, Commemorate 
Commemorate LV�EDVHG�RQ�PRWLIV�IURP�WKH�VRQJ�³*HOXFNLJ�LV�KHW�/DQG´�(Happy is the Land) by 
Adriaen Valerius (1570/75-1625). This song celebrates faith in God during the war for independence 
by the Northern Netherlands against the Spanish (1568-1648). The beginning of the piece evokes the 
Spanish repression and must be played in a steady pace. The Fanfare celebrates the liberation. It is 
followed by a cascade of sounds, interrupted by the melody of the song. After a short return of the 
elements of fear and joy, the piece ends with powerful chimes. 
 
Johan Sluijtter, Het vrije Nederland �µ7KH�1HWKHUODQGV�LQ�)UHHGRP¶�� 
The poem Het vrije Nederland was written by Herre de Vos (Amsterdam, 1877- Amsterdam, 1948), a 
Dutch actor and songwriter.  Johan Sluijter en Annie Sluijter-Hoogenboom set it to music. The 
composition can be found, inter alia, in the Keesing Collection (NL).  
 
Jim Nicholls, Medley of the Hymn Abide with Me and The Last Post Bugle Call 
This piece is played  by one of 12 volunteer carillonneurs on the 2-octave Soldiers Memorial Carillon 
in the Norfolk War Memorial Carillon Tower, especially on November 11th Remembrance Day as 
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well as other remembrance ceremonies, and frequently at the end of ordinary evening sunset carillon 
concerts. 
 
Gustav Holst,  I Vow to Thee, my Country 
The song I Vow to Thee, my Country is based on the poem Urbs Dei �µ7KH�&LW\�RI�*RG¶���ZULWWHQ�E\�
the British diplomat, Cecil Spring Rice. The poem describes a Christian who is faithful both to his 
homeland and to the Kingdom of God. Gustav Holst set the text to music in 1921. For this he used a 
melody from Jupiter, one of the parts of the orchestral suite The Planets, which he wrote between 
1914 and 1916. Holst made some changes to the melody to make it fit the text. The song is performed 
in England on Remembrance Day and at wedding and funeral services of members of the royal family 
and important politicians. The melody is often called Thaxted, after the village by that name where 
Holst lived most of his life.  
 
Edwin Nielson, 7KH�$QJHOV¶�*UHHWLQJ  
The song dates from 1900 or shortly earlier. The lyrics are by Mrs. Hemans. The poem has no direct 
connection to the concepts of war and peace, but references those who have passed, to whom it 
presents heaven as a land of peace.  
 
B. Fabrie, Vrede vrijheid welvaart �µ3HDFH�)UHHGRP�3URVSHULW\¶) 
The complete title of this composition is Vrede Vrijheid Welvaart - Hendenkingsmarsch 
gecomponeerd ter gelegenheid van de vrede 8 mei 1945 (Commemoration March, composed on the 
occasion of the Liberation, 8 May 1945). The text of the three couplets and the music were written by 
Hengelo-based B. Fabrie, about whom no further information is known. A printed version resides in 
the Dutch Music Institute in The Hague.   
 
 
Charles Grelinger, Hymne des nations  
The Hymne des nations - published in Paris 1924 in different settings - was written by Charles 
Grelinger (1873-1942), a Dutch pianist and composer of Jewish descent. In 1942 he died tragically on 
his way to the concentration camp of Auschwitz. This composition thus memorializes him as a victim 
of war. The arrangement was made by Heleen van der Weel, carillonneur of the Peace Palace. A 
printed version of the Hymne is found in the collection of the Peace Palace Library. The carillon 
arrangement was added to this collection to mark the foundation of the United Nations Organisation in 
New York on 24 October 1945. 
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Zing voor de vrede en vrijheid
comp. Selim Dogru
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Gustav Holst 
Arr.: Luc Rombouts

I Vow to Thee, My Country
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Edwin Nielson

Arr.: Charles Semowich
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Hymne des Nations

La Marseillaise de la Paix
Ch. Grelinger
Arr.: Heleen van der Weel

Version for 3 octaves
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Hymne des Nations

La Marseillaise de la Paix
Ch. Grelinger
Arr.: Heleen van der Weel

Version for 4 octaves; 
(for introduction, see version for 3 octaves)
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